[Differentiated surgical therapy of diffuse peritonitis--a prospective study].
In a prospective protocol 86 consecutive patients with a diffuse peritonitis were treated in the Surgical Clinic of the RWT-University in Aachen (FRG) from January 1992 to June, 1994. According to the "Mannheim Peritonitis-Score" three different stages were treated with different procedures. Stage-I-peritonitis (mild forms, MPS 0-20) was treated with the so-called standard procedure, Stage-II-cases (MPS: 21-29) with the closed postoperative lavage and severe stage-III-cases (MPS > 29) with the so-called "Etappenlavage" (multiple reexplorations and intraoperative lavage). 36 patients showed stage-I-, 29 stage-II-, and 21 stage-III-peritonitis. Mortality was 3% (1/36) in stage-I-, 24% (7/29) in stage-II-, and 33% (7/21) in stage-III-groups. The overall mortality of the whole group was 17% (15/86). The statistically expected mortality was 38% according to the MPS and 33% related to the APACHE-II-Score.